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Women Development Cell (WDC) of Gujarat Technological University has 

organized seminar on “Women Development: Challenges and 

Opportunities” at GTU-Chandkheda campus on the occasion of International 

Women’s Day, celebrated every year at 8th March. 

Ms. Shivangi, Lecturer, Government Polytechnic for Girls was the master of 

ceremony. She invited all the dignitaries for lighting the lamp to get the 

blessings of Goddess Saraswati. Dr. Sarika Srivastava, Assistant Professor, 

GTU welcomed all the dignitaries and participants. The seminar was attended 

by the WDC coordinators, faculty members, professors and students of GTU 

affiliated institutes and University’s female staff members. 

The seminar was started with playing the GTU song. All participants were 

enthusiastic about initiatives of Women Development Cell of Gujarat 

Technological University. 

 

DIGNITARIES OF 
SEMINAR 

1. Ms. Hima Parikh 

2. Dr. Bhavna Mehta 

3. Ms. Janki Thakkar 

4. Dr. Ushma Anerao, 

Chairperson of WDC. 

 

 



WELCOME OF DIGNITARIES – 

 

 

DIGNITARIES ON THE DAIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Krishna Parmar 

welcomed Dr. Bhavna 

Mehta 

 

Dr. Sarika Srivastava 

welcomed Ms. Janki 

Thakkar 

 

Dr. Ushma Anerao 

welcomed Ms. Hima 

Parikh 



DR. USHMA ANERAO 

Dr. Ushma Anerao – Chairperson, Women Development Cell (WDC) of 

Gujarat Technological University discussed the purpose and importance of 

launching ‘VIDUSHEE GARGI –CENTRE FOR WOMEN 

DEVELOPMENT’. Vidushee Gargi was an inspirational woman. She was an 

ancient Indian philosopher.  In the presentation Dr. Ushma shared the fact that 

in GTU total enrolled female students are 18.2% in last 3 years. In 2017, 47% 

girls got gold medals. Beyond the topic of harassment, she said that skills 

development, technical education and personality development are the main 

focused area of today’s generation of women. In addition she addressed various 

issues like legal rights, health of women, security of women and gender 

sensitization. At the end of the speech she redefined the idea of women 

development as: 

Women in Development 

Women for Development 

Women towards Development 

 

MS. HIMA PARIKH 

 

Ms. Hima Parikh talked about inappropriateness of gender equation in society. 

Love, peace and affection are within human body. Mood is the energy; to make 

it positive or negative is in our hand. In addition she said, “Yogasana, Pranayam 

and Dhyan” are the keys of every lock. She strongly gave the message to the 

audience to live happily and to be happy even in the worst situations of life. Ms. 

Parikh told that “Don’t ever underestimate yourself”. Her motivational words 

were very well appreciated by the participants. 

 

MS. B. K. JANI 

 

Ms. B. K. Jani started her speech with introduction to unknown goal of women 

and gave wishes of women’s day. She told about challenges and opportunities 

of women. She talked about uncertainty, insecurity and long term practices of 

women’s life. 

  

She gave the 3 mantras to life: OTP 



O: Optimistic approach to life. 

T: Toleration is a power. 

P: Patience with presence of mind. 

 

Due to OTP, challenges can be converted into opportunities. 

 

She also asked the audience to perform 3 minutes meditation. 

 

DR. BHAVNA MEHTA 

 

Dr. Bhavna Mehta informed audience about opportunities and challenges in 

women’s life. Opportunities can be raised by women so that other women can 

able to obtain the opportunities. She informed audience about music therapy as 

sangeet chikitsa mainly focuses on mentally disabled children. She is teaching 

instruments, counting, rhythm craft and art concentration work to mentally 

disabled children. In addition she asked audience to listen classical instrumental 

music. 

 

Documentary Videos related to women development, challenges and 

opportunities were also played in the seminar session for creating awareness in 

the society about issues of women. 

 

VOTE OF THANKS 

Vote of thanks was proposed by Dr. Ushma Anerao to all the dignitaries, chief 

guest, WDC Coordinators, faculty members/professors and students of GTU. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PARTICIPANTS  
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